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KARYS WRITES US / .TRANSLATION BEGINS 


To all questions relating 
to your task, you should find 
the answers in my books. Ever- 
yone here knows them. And if 
you cannot find them clearly, 
consult other sources, in res 
ponsible books and serious jo- 
urnals. 

Please do not feel angry 
that I am able to send you 
such a dry letter only. Howev 
er, it goes with my sincerest 
good wishes to you. 

Respectfully, 

Jonas K. Karys” 

We at the L.N.A. were most 
excited to say the least to r< 
ceive a letter from Mr. Karys 
Much of our research is based 
upon his works. We are most 
happy for his "stamp of appro- 
val" of what we are doing 


Jonas Kareckas Karys, the 
director of the Lithuanian Mi- 
nt in Kaunas from 1936 to 19^ 
and author of the book, Nepri- 
klausomos Lietuvos Pini^ai . 
has written the L.N.A. to give 
his encouragement to the tran- 
slation project of his book 
into the English language. Por- 
tions of the letter are as 
follows; 

"Dear Gentlemen; Thanks to 
you both for your letters, and 
for the enclosures relating to 
Lithuanian Numismatics. 

As I see, you have set 
yourselves up a gigantic pro- 
ject, whose enormity has even 
now, troubled you. And your 
lack of knowledge of the Lith- 
uanian language will bring you 
even more difficulties. 

Very regretfully, I can no 
way come in to help you; I am 
definitely stopped by my deep 
old age ( 75 ) and worsening 
health. 

CONVENTION dec. jo 

Keep Sunday December 10th open on your calendar. The firs 
t organizational meeting of the Lithuainien Numismatic Assoc- 
iation will be held in conjunction with the New York Interna- 
tional Numismatic Convention at the Americana Hotel, 7th ave 
and 52nd st. L.N.A. member Vincent Alones has arranged for 
a meeting room to be available to us at 2; 30 PM . L.N.A. dire- 
ctor Bob Douchis will come up from Baltimore for ttie occasion 
He hopes to meet many of you on an informal basis to solicit 
your views on how the L.N.A. can best serve the needs of its 
members. 

Bob has secured well known numismatist Karl Stephens from 
California to be our guest speaker. Barring any unforseen 
circumstances, Karl proposes to show some slikdes of the rar- 
ities sold in the Herstal and Paxman collections. The person- 
able Mr. Stephens is an authority on Polish and related 
Baltic numismatics, and you shouldn’t miss the opportunity 
to meet him. If you can find time to come, we hope to see 
you there! Lets have a good turnout 1 


IlK M6VHM M kEALLV, 

BUT WE HhVE just OBT/ilNED OUR 
OWN P.O. NUMBER; BOX 6l2, 
COLUMBIA, MARYLAND 210^5 


LITHUANIAN NUMISMATICS FEATURED BY THE A.N.A. 


Lithuanian Numismatics 
were the spotlight in the Au- 
gust issue of The Numismatist 
of the American Numismatic A- 
ssociation. 

An eight page article en- 


collectors will become know- 
ledgeable about Lithuanian 
history and money as a result 
of the article. 

Copies of the August iss- 
ue may be obtained for $ 1.25 


titled, "Coins of the Republic by writing Neil Harris, edi- 
of Lithuania" by Frank Passic tor. The Numismatist . P.O. 
gave a brief survey of Lith- Box 2366, Colorado Springs, 
uanian history, and of its co- Colorado 809 OI. When writing, 
inage, focusing on the modern mention the Lithuanian coin 
issues. article. 

The article, found on pa- Also contained in the 

ges 1595 - 1602 , was highly ill- August issue is an announce- 
ustrated, and included the pa- ment about the formation of 
inting of Vytautas at the Blac k the L.N.A. and The Knight. 


Sea, and a picture of President UNiFACE AUCTION 


Antanas Smetona. 

This is the first time in 
many years that an article ab- 
out Lithuanian money has app- 
eared in The Numismatist . It 
is the hope of the author that 


The two uniface 1925 test st- 
rikes auctioned at the INS in 
Washington D.C. by Joe Lepc- 
zyk sold for $95 (5 cental 
obverse) and $115 (20 centq 
reverse ) • 


With this issue of The Knight the Li 
thuanian Numismatic Association is proud 
to announce the beginning in serial form 
of the English translation of the book, 
" Independent Lithuanian Money ." by Jonas 


K. Karys. 

Work on the book has been started by 

L. N.A. member Val(entine) Matelis of 
Coral Gables, Florida. Val’s autobiogra- 
phy is as follows; 

"I was born in Baltimore, MD, my pa- 
rents having been young immigrants from 
Lithuania in the l890*s. I attended Cat- 
holic schools locally, and matriculated 
at Holy Cross College, Worcester, Mass. 
After my freshman year, my parents deci- 
elded to visit Lithuania in the summer 
with their five children. I spe»t the 
summer touring the country, and liked it 
greatly. So I decided to continue my ed- 
ucation at the University of Lithuania 
in Kaunas, where I spent a year. My con- 
stant companion there was Juozas Kajec- 
kas, later, Lithuanian Consul to the USA 
[Note; Kajeckas died this past July] 
Forced back because of illness, I 
did a little writing for AMERICA and the 
COMMONWEAL in the early '30 *s, princip- 
ally about Lithuania. Invited by Mr. 
Kajeckas, I attended a reception at 
Union Station Washington, D.C. for the 
exiled President Antanas Smetona, on his 
way to his son in Ohio, after the Bol- 
sheviks seized Lithuania. 

Since that time, I have spent 33 yrs 
in Government service, unable to do any- 
thing else for Lithuania, and am now re- 
tired ^in Florida. My wife, Marie Radzev- 
i5iute, has helped me celebrate our 4lst 
wedding anniversary recently." 

This translation is the first of its 
kind, and many interesting "tidbits" of 
information heretofore unavailable in 
the English language will be brought out 
as each issue of The Knight is published. 

All pages of the book are to be tran- 
slated, including the valuable footnotes 
and introductions. The serial form is 
expected to last about, 2 years, or 12 
issues. 

The translation appears on miniature 
Knight pages which are to be cut and 
placed in a ring-type notebook. The page 
numbers correspond to those in the act- 
ual book. Therefore, as the project con- 
tinues, you will have your own little 
"book." 

The translation this issue begins on 
page 99* Any items marked in brackets 
(C ] ) are comments which we have added 
to add clarification to the text. 

HOPE YOU ENJOY THISl !!!!!!!!!!!! I !! M !! 

Mr. Matelis* contribution is to be 
highly commended and will aid greatly in 
the study of Lithuanian Numismatics. We 
all truly feel indebted to him for his 
work of great magnitude! 

Several L.N.A. members have indicated 
that they "might" be willing to help witk 
the translation work; NoJIs YOUR CHANCE! 
Write for information, lets "share the 
burden." 


OLYMPIC COIN BOYCOTT 


(Portions taken from Coin World 9/6/78 pg. 

4, Letters to the editor) 

A boycott of the Soviet I 98 O Olympic co- 
ins is rapidly gaining momentum in Canada, 
and threatens to put an embarrassing crimp 
in the plans of the Russian government to 
finance the games. 

In a full page advertisement in the la- 
test issue of Canadian Coin News, Empire 
Industries, Inc., a large Montreal coin de 
alership, shows two photos of the Russian 
coins, partially obscured by a banner rea- 
ding, ’’In protest to Soviet injustices, we 
will no longer carry Russian Olympic coins 
and we urge others to boycott all Russian 
goods." 

Since the ad appeared, Rogo said he has 
been inundated with phone calls and lettert 
of congratulations from across Canada and 
the U.S. 

^n addition, George Dunn, a dealer from 
Scarborough, Ontario, is forming a boycott 
committee to place advertisments in major 
publications urging collectors not to buy 
the coins. 

All Aterested people may write him at 
: George Dunn, P.O. Box 1145 Station C. 
Scarborough, Ontario MIH 2Z4 (and you th- 
ought OUR zip codes were hard to remember) 

In a letter to the L.N.A. dated October 
1, Mr. Dunn states: "...I feel it is in the 
best interest of collectors to boycott 
these Russian pseudo-coins. .. .1 feel that 
by purchasing these phony coins, we are 
subsidising people who have sworn to murder 
us all. Surely we are not that stupid (or 
are we)? I am discusted by our liberal lea- 
ders. They always are ao anxious to make 
deals with the Red Fascists, just like 
Neville Ghamberlain did With Hitler. Trea- 
ties mean nothing to total itarians. The 
Munich pact meant nothing to Hitler. The 
Russian promise to respect the Baltic Sta- 
tes * freedom C 1921 and 1927 treaties] mesuit 
nothing, and as the trials of Petkus (a 
Lithuanian patriot), Scharansky, Orlov, 
and others have proven, the Helsinki aggre- 
ment means nothing. We should be actively 
undermining and subverting the U.S.S.R. 

If we do, we have a chance to survive. Per- 
haps then all enslaved peoples such as the 
Poles, Latvians, Lithuanians, etc. will 
one day live again in freedom." 


Thank you Mr. Dunn for your letter. Well 
put. Our L.N.A. comments: 

If you have taken a look at any of the 
major coin publications recently, you not 
have helpe but noticed the large full page 
ads asking you to buy Russian Olympic Coins 

The games will be held in several cities 
, including Tallinn, the capital of the 
occupied country of Estonia. The diplomatic 
developments of how the West deals with the 
problems of its non-recognition of the 
countries of Estonia, Lativa, and Lithuania 
into the USSR will be interesting, especia- 
lly as it relates to holding the water game 
in Tallinn. 

One quick item we would like to mention 
here that probably most people aren’t aware 
of: The city of Tallinn is spelled wrong 
on the Russian coinlM The Russians have 
spelled it Talinn; the correct Estonian 
spelling is Tallinn. This telltale error 
certainly depicts the true intentions of 
the Russians. Since the U.S. still recogn- 
izes Estonia as a country, we should contin 
ue to use the correct spelling of its 
capital. Good luck Mr. Dunn. We hope your 
boycott is a success. 


INDEPENDENT LITHUANIA’S ONLY 


Goya^orN/ 


2 . 


Collectors are generally aw- the past of a gold coin. 


are that independent Lithuania 
did not mint any gold coins, 
although they were authorized. 
However, there was one big ex- 
ception that few people are 
aware of. 

With this issue of The Kn- 
ight and the beginning of the 
translation by Val Matelis of 
Mr. Karys* book, we would li- 
ke to print here information 
about the only gold coin Li- 
thuania minted during the 20th 
century! 

Contained in a footnote in 
Karys* book on page 206, this 
exciting bit of information is 
found : 

"NOTE: At the initiative 
and cost of the directorate of 
the Spindulys Company, in the 
summer of 1938 there was stru- 
ck in the Kaunas Coin Mint a 
jubilarian 10 Litq piece, in- 
scribed *0NE GOLD TEN LITIS* 
(VIENAS AUKSINAS DESiMTLITIS) 

, and presented to the Presi- 
dent of the Republic, Antanas 
Smetona. This unique coin of 
the type, undoubtedly, was not 
and is not a mere symbol of 
payment, but really a beauti- 
ful little item, having part- 
icular meaning to the Presid- 
ent himslef and to his close 
ones, since his picture is 
struck thereon. 

94, 


This note is included her- 
ein, lest future Lithuanian 
coin students, on finding a 
'gold piece,* be encouraged to 
go off on a "wild goose chase*.' 

There you have it ! I Infor- 
mation about the regular 10 
Litij Y-l4 commemorative is 
contained on page 5 as our 
"coin of the month." It is in- 
teresting tidbits like this 
that will make our translation 
project a big success. 

From the text as presented, 
I make these observations: 

1. It was a gold planchet st- 
riking of the Y-l4 coin. 

2. There was only ONE (UNIQUE) 
minted. This was presented 
exclusively to Smetona. 


Since it was exactly like 
the regular issue, with pro- 
bably the same dies used, the 
inscription "vienas auksinas 
deSimtlitis" was most certa- 
inly inscribed on the EDGE of 
4the coin, instead of the no- 
rmal "JEGA" inscription. This 
is logical since it was the 
practice to "protect" gold 
money by either reeding or 
insarlptlon; and there is no 
room on the surface of the 


5* This coin would bo the 
second known type of "pat- 
tern" of 10 Litq comm- 
emorative. Therefore, the- 
oretic "Y" numbers would 
be as such: Y-l4 the regu- 
lar silvarcoin, inscribed 
®dgOt3 stars. Y-l4a 2 stars 
on Inscribed edge, rotated 
reverse. Y-l4v GOLD, insc- 
ribed VIENAS AUKSINAS DES- 
IMITLITIS. Unique 

A couple of unanswered 
questions are: What was 
the gold content of the 
coin l.e. did it follow 
Lithuanian law, or was it 
ma(h special 9951^, 95S6 Etc? 
Did the coin have a rotat- 
ed reverse? 

With all this informa- 
tion of course comes the 
question: "WHAT HAPPENED TO 
THIS COIN?" I can only 
speculate, but here are 
some ideas: 

Did Smetona take it wi- 
th him in his sudden flight 
from Lithuania? Was it pla- 
ced in the Vytautas the Gr- 
eat National Museum in Kau- 
nas, to be destroyed by 
the Russians? Was it left 
hidden somewhere at his 
residence, or in a vault? 

If it was teken out of the 
country by him, did he sell 
it or give it away, or has 
it remained in the Smetona 
family? 

These, of course are 
questions that have remai- 
ned unanswered. Doe K^rys, 
by stating "...on finding 
a gold piece" suggest that 
the possibility exists that 
this coin may still exist 
and be found? 

There are probably so- 
me "oldtimers" you know of 
out there somewhere who ac- 
tuallymay have some knowle- 
dge about this coin. We 
most certainly would like 
to have you ask around and 
see what you can come up 
with. Perhaps there was a 
1938 new release about the 
presentation to Smetona of 
the coin, which someone 
might remember reading ab- 
out. 

In any case, should thi 
s coin be located if it 
still exists, it would be 
one of the greatest numis- 
matic discoveries of this 
centuries, and most certai- 
nly the most famous and 
wonderful of the Lithuanian 


coin where the inscription co- 

uld have been stamped, without descent would have 


destroying the beauty of the 
coin. 

4. It was probably shown to 
public officials, hence the 
rumors" we have heard of in 


great respect for this coin 
and the symbolic meaning it 
represents. W® sincerely 
hope that more info, about 
this coin can be found. 


EDUCATIONAL FORUM, By Frank Passic COIN \ month : 

1938 Y-14 10 LITU COMMEMORATIVE 



10 Llt\| 

Commemorative 

1938 

y-i4 

Mintage! l80,000 
Size : 32am 

Weight: l8 gr, 

.750 Silver, .250 
copper. 

Origin: Kaunas, with 
dies prepared in Belgium 
Edge: inscribed. 

With the news this month 
of the auinouncement of the 
gold coin, and this month 
(Nov.) being the 60th anniv- 
ersary of the formation of 
the Lithuanian government, 
in which Antanas Smetona be- 
came the first Lithuanian 
President, and the 40th ann- 
iversary of the issuance of 
this coin, it is only natural 
that our coin of the month 
should be the 1938 10 Litij 
Commemorative • 

As 1938 marked the 20th 
anniversary of the indepen- 
dence of Lithuania, a special 
3.0 Litij commemorative was mi- 
nted. This was independent Li- 
thuania's last coin, and it 
is also the rarest of the reg- 
ular Issues, as only l80,000 
were minted. Many of these 
were melted down by the Russ- 
ians a few years later, mak- 
ing this coin highly prized. 

The obverse features a 
portrait of President Antanas 
Smetona. Born in USulenis in 
187^, Smetona graduated from 
the University of St. Peters- 
burg and became actively in- 
volved in the Lithuanian und- 
erground movement. Smetona was 
a signer of the Lithuanian de- 
claration if independence in 
1918, and in 1919 was elected 
as Lithuanias first president. 

Ke served that position two yrs. 

Smetona was a noted Journal- 
ist and editedmany books, news- 
letters, and was a profound spe- 
ech writer. In 1926 he again be- 
came president in a coup d'etat 
and ruled the country until the 
Russian invasion of 19^* Sme- 
tona urged resistence to Russian 
deraauids in June of 19^ » but 
was not backed up by his council 
of ministers, and fled to Germany 
the afternoon of June 15 » just 
as the Russians were invading 
the country. Smetona barely made 
it across the Prussian border. 


Smetona was one of the very few lea- 
ders to escape. Many were either mu- 
rdered or sent to slave labor camps 
in Siberia. 

Smetona then traveled to Latin 
America, and then to the U.S,, whe- 
re he made speeches concerning Lith- 
uanian independence. 

He was given audience with U.S. 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt, in 
which FDR promised Smetona that Li- 
thuanian freedom aind independence 
would be restored after the war. 

This promise, of course, was broken 
at the Yalta conference. 

Smetona finally settled down with 
hie son in Cleveland, Ohio. He died 
there in a fire on January 9, 1944. 

His death was a great loss to the Lit- 
huanian people. He is buried in Clev- 
eland. 

COIN DESCRIPTION: 

Obverse: Portrait of President Antanas 
Smetona. Top legend: VALSTYBES PREZI- 
DENTAS A. SMETONA. "Translation: State 
president A. Smetona. A^ the bottom, 

"10 Litii 10." 

Reverse: The reverse features a 
large Columns in the center, Lithu- 
anias symbol of freedom. Under the 
Columns, "LIETUVA I918-I938." The 
legend around the coin reads, 

DVIDESIMT METIJ NEPRIKLAUSOMYBES , 
which is translated, "twenty years 
of independence." "XX," raeanin5 "20" 
in Roman numerals, appears at the 
bottom. 

EDGE: The edge is inscribed thf same 
as the 1936 10 Litii, "VIENYBEJE TAUTOS 
JEGA," translated: In unity the Nation's 
Strength." This legend can read from 
either the obverse or reverse positions. 
Patterns: The dies for the coin were 
made in Brussels, and sent back to 
Kaunas where the coins were struck. 
However, as was the case with the 
1936 coins, a few pattern pieces 
were [our guess] made in Belgium. On 
the 1936 patterns, a plain edge dis- 
tinguished them from the regular iss- 
uses, plus a rotated reverse. On the 
1938 10 Lit4, instead of a plain edge, 
a star was omitted on the edge, plus 
it has a rotated reverse. This pattern 
(Y-l4a) sells for S400 in UNC and $375 
in AU. A regular coin has 3 stars on 
the inscribed edge. To our knowledge, 
there are at least two which exist of 
this pattern. (We have seen them) 

Also, Y-l4b is the gold UNIQUE coin 
minted for president Smetona. 

A survey of recent prices: XF; $35, 
VF: $25. UNC in choice now has reached 
160. This "sleeper" is finally waking 
upl 


WAZZITS 3 . 

Occasionally an item will 
be found which we no nothing 
about. Our numismatic know- 
ledge is limited to the boole 
we have and the info, that 
readers send in. 

I came across a token-me- 
dal of sort at a dealers 
"misc-box". It appears to be 
an anniversary token of sort 
from 1936 in Philadelphia, 

PA. It is bronze, and about 
the size of a quarter. Hare 
is the description: 

OBVERSE: Vytis in center, 
with the date 1886. Under 
Vytis, LIETUVA TEVYNE MUSq . 
Around the edge, LAPKRICIO 
22 D. 1886 M. L.R.K.fi.A. 
LAPKRICIO 22 D. I936 M. 
REVERSE: In the center. 

Shrine of Our Lady of Vil- 
nius, a popular symbol of 
Lithuainian religious faith. 
Under her, JUBILIEJU PARENGE 
10 KUOPA PHILA PA. Around 
the edge,: LIETUVIIJ RYMO 
KATALIKU SUSIVIENIJIMAS 
AMERIKOJE. 

So readers, ho# about 
writing us and letting us 
know about this: who made 
it, how many, what for, etc. 

And from Krzysztof M. 
Munnich of Longmeadow, M^^. 
comes this "Wazzit:" 

A bcass medal, 3lBim, 10.57 
gr. Has a Jewelry hook on 
the top. 

Obverse: in the center. 

Our Lady of Vilnius. Around 
the edge, "STEBUKLINGA S. P. 
VILNIAUS AUSTROS VARTUSE. 

Reverse: MONTERU DRAUGYS- 
TIUSIDENTA LARK . 11 . I907 
LIETUVOS GLOBIEJI 
MELSTIS UZ MUMIS 
Westside, Chicago, 111. 

WANT ADS 

For Sale: Those Interested 
in Baltic coins I can supply 
the following: Estonia full, 
Latvia, partly. A. Kotkas 
P.O. Box 1104 Menlo Park, 
California 94025. 

WANTED: Still need that 5 
Ost-Marh (Germany occupy 
Lithuania) bauiknote Pick # 
R-130 in AU-UNC! Would app- 
reciate it if readers would 
locate one for me. Frank 
Passic 900 S. Eaton St. 

Albion, Michigan 49224 

WANTED: Militaury memorabilia 
from Lat, Lith, Est, Pol., 
Nazi, etc. Jan. F. Labicki 
169 Dena Drive Newbury Park 
California 9132O 

IFor Sale. Lith notes. 

PI k #'s 2,9,11>23,26. 
/'Vg. Fine. The lot $44, 
Bob Oouchls, PO Box 612 
Colmbia, MD 21045 


LIST YOUH "WAWT/SALE" 
AD liE-tE 



MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

By Robert Douchls 

As of late September the L.N.A. a- 
ttracted 64 paid members from 21 sta- 
tes and 2 foreign countries. Collect- 
ors from several other nations have 
been heEu:*d from but its too early to 
tell if They *11 join our ranks. Even 
with airmail postage it may take up 
to 2 weeks for delivery. N^w York ta- 
kes the lead with 11 members, follo- 
wed by Pennsylvania-?; California-6; 
Mas8-5; New Jersey, Michigan, and 111 
inois with 4 each; and one each from 
South Carolina, Virginia, Finland, 
Oaklahoma, and Missouri. Quite a div- 
ersified membership! 

The following members sent in con- 
tributions in addition to their mem- 
bership dues: William S. Arther, Ed 
Bochniak, John Cherko, Albina Didzui- 
lis, Robert Douchis, Roland Martick, 

Ed Mikutis, Frank Passic, Ona Porter, 
William C. Rice, and Henry L. Stark. 
To those individuals, we are especial] 
y most grateful. 

A special thanks also for members 
Karl Stephens, Joseph Lepezyk and Vi- 
ncent Aiones, who were personally 
responsible for recruiting several 
members. 

Our initial membership drive throu- 
gh the numismatic press is drawing 
to a close. Complementary copies are 
still available for interested collec- 
tors. 

A subscription-membership will last 
from June to June. We want to be sure 
everyone has every issue. Therefore, 
if you subscribe now, you will receiv« 
the previous issues as peirt of that 
subscription. In June, everyones sub- 
scription will be due at the same tim- 
e. 

Due to the addition of 3 more 
pages and the postal increase, our 
finances are quite low, and we need 
contributors to help cover the deficit 
which is starting to occur for the 
mentioned reasons. In June we will 
adjust the membership fee accordingly 
so as to cover the estimated expenses. 
Until then, your contribution is most 
welcome. 

THE KNIGHT 

Published bi-monthly by the Lithuan- 
ian Numsmatic Association P.O. Box 
612, Columbia, Maryland 21045. Sub- 
scriptions a donation of $5 or more. 

COIN HOLDERS 

Work is progressing on arrangements 
for Lithuanian coin holders. Expect 
to see an auanounceraent soon. 

LITHUANIAN COIN EXHIBIT 
A complete set of Uncirculated regu- 
lar Lithuanian coins will be on exhi- 
bit November 25 & 26 at the Michigan 
State Numismatic Society fall show at 
the Hyatt Regency Hotel Hubbard Ball- 
room in Dearborn Mlchigaui. Located in 
the Fairlane Town Center at Michigan 
Ave at the Southfield Freeway, featu- 
red will be numerous foreign dealers. 
Bring the whole family and enjoy an 
educational weekend. 

"" REMEMBER: 

Our new address is: P.O. Box 6l2 
Columbia, Maryland 21045. Please 
address all correspondence to this 
address, to avoid delays in response. 



On page 3 of your first issue in the article about the 193^ 

5 Litai, you have the word AuStra underlined. The correct word 
is AuSral No T. You could spell it phonetically Aushra. Comment 
on your article about the G^diminas Column Gate. I had a Lith. 
professor Aistis by name at Marianapolis Conn, who told us in 
class that the symbol represents the Pagan Gates of Heaven to 
Lithuanians! The Ukranians have a similar logos The Trident 
which was borrowed from us. But in a book by a Lithuanian pro- 
fessor in S. America, it goes back to ancient mythology where 
we see Neptune, King of the Sea, holding a pitchfork in his 
hand in the shape of a Trident! Do you recall seeing such? 

— Joseph Yanulaltis, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Editors eomments: Add King Neptune to the list of "famous 
Lithuanians." 

Just received my August issue of The Numismatist. What a 
pleasant surprise! First I read this excellent article by Frank 
Passic on the Coins of the Republic of Lithuania, then there 
la this notice of this newly formed numismatic group. As an 
avid student of Lithuanian history, let me reiterate, count 
me in!!! —William S. Arthur, Palo Alto, California 

Thank you for mailing to me a copy of The Knight. I found it 
very interesting and of course I want to become a member. First 
of all, I too am a Lith-American and very proud of my heritage. 
My interest in Lithuania and things Lithuanian Includes collec- 
ting stamps, postcards, books, etc. On money I have a complete 
set of the modern coins and some of the medieval coins along 
with some paper money. Also I collect Lithuanian medals such 
like those Issued by the Lithuanian Foundation in Chicago and 
by others. There is much that one would like to know about Li- 
thuanian history and money, and now with the L.N.A. , maybe we 
can get some answers! I am very happy to become a member. 

Robert Novak Huntington Park, California 

I attended the ANA convention in Houston. Enclosed my check 
for $30 for 6 members I took money from to insure their member- 
ship. I canvassed the 3 bourse rooms and handed out your leaf- 
lets to all foreign and ancient dealers. Met Karl Stephens who 
told me that he sent out leaflets with his last mailing. Spoke 
to Ken Hallenbeck, he said he has already sent his money in. I 
even picked up one member at the VFW convention, and got sev- 
eral other dealers at the ANA who promised to join. The job you 
two guys are doing makes my contributions seem so small, but I 
will keep trying. I also spoke to foreign collectors, and made 
a pitch at the medieval society meeting and members of OIN. 

— Vincent Alones, Floral Park, N.Y. 

EDITORS NOTE: Mr. Alones received an award from the A.N.A. for 
recruiting the most members in 1976. We are very happy and 
fortunate to have him as a member and our "goodwill ambassador 
". If you will be going to Lithuanian ethnic conventions, or 
regular coin shows, we have leaflets printed up which we will 
send you in quantities which you can use to obtain new members 
to the L.N.A. Please enclose a donation for printing costs and 
postage. 

Thank you very much for sending me this announcement. As an 
avid collector of Polish coins, I have a very strong interest ir 
coins of Lithuania. I would appreciate an application form for 
membership. If you need any help with an article or two on Li. 
coins and their link with those of Poland, please don't hesi- 
tate to ask. You are to be commended on forming this much need- 
ed organization. R.S. Clunan II, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

EDITORS NOTE: Yes, we are very much definitely in need of arti- 
cles our readers would write and/or translate!! If you have 
numismatic knowledge about Lithuanian coins, currency, etc., 
PLEASE write in and share that information with us. We espec- 
iadly would like someone who knows about the various medals 
issued by the Lithuanian Foundation, Franklin Mint, sculptors, 
etc. Also, there have been numerous ao'ticles written through 
the years about Lithuanian numismatics in various journals, 
especially Stamp bulletins. If you have any of these articles, 
by anyone, please send us a photocopy of them. The success of 
the L.N.A. will depend upon YOU. Lets get involved in any way 
we can! 

" OOPS ijj last issue, our subscription application was 
placed on the editorial page, meaning if you filled it out and 
sent it in you would have had to cut off the aurticle on the o- 
pposite page. If this was the case with you, just write and we 
will send you a free replacement page. 


DEALER'S CORNER 

This month our featured deal- 
er is Joe Lepczyk. You frequently 
see his name appearing in auction 
announcements. He is one of the 
major sponsors of auctions in the 
U.S. 

He frequently offers rare Lit- 
huanian patterns and test strik- 
es at his auctions. Interested 
readers who would like one of his 
current catalogs may write him at 
P.O. Box 751 » East Lansing, Mi. 
48823. His next auction will be 
at the Michigan State Numismatic 
Society show November 25-26 at 
the Hyatt Regency in Dearborn, Mi. 

Mr. Lepczyk states, "The who- 
le emphasis of my business is 
auctioning unusual and appealing 
numismatic items. We try to have 
all our catalogs offer a wide 
range of numismatic material 
which will appeal to a large sp- 
ectrum of collectors. Usually 
there is something to appeal to 
specialist in many diverse fields 
. More and more we are ej-phasing 
rare and scarce choice quality 
items. 

Over 30,000 firms, individuals 
and museums at one time or anoth- 
er have received copies of ray 
auction catalog. Our catalogs are 
vailable by subscription only at 
87.50 per year. My philosophy 
towards auctions and collectors 
is that the advanced collectors 
are widely dispersed and as such 
can best be reached by mail. 

DEALER’S DELIGHTS 
In the past ^bw months, we have re 
ceived numerous letters from deal- 
ers in both coins and currency who 
carry Baltic items. Below is a lis 
ting of some of them and a brief 
description of what they have. Whe 
n writing, mention the L.N.A. 

Regency Coin & Stamp 101 Lindsay 
Blvd. 228 Notre Dame, Winnipeg, 
Canada R3 BIN7. Has very large 
selection of Latvia currency, 
also Estonia currency. Many cir- 
culated coins from all 3 Counts. 


POLISH FOCUS 

KATYN COMM. MEDAL 


[This .sent in by member Krzysztof M. Munnich, who is on the cooub- 
ittee which released this medal] 

The Katyn M^dal honors Polish prisoners-of-war who perished in 
Soviet Russia in 1940. Its purpose is to state clearly and unequi- 
vocally, the guilt of the Soviets for the murder of these men; a 
crime which still awaits the verdict of the free world. The medal 
represents a lasting memorial of these tragic events and will pre- 
serve for th^ generations to come the recorde of Soviet inhumcmity. 

In the Spring of 1940, the Soviet NKVD murdered several thous- 
and Polish prisoners, taken in Sepbember 1939 when Soviet Russia, 
in alliance with Hitlers Germany invaded Poland. Mass graves of 
over 4,50c were found in 1943 in the K^tyn Forest, near Smolensk. 
The prisoners, their hands tied with wire and their mouths often 
filled with sawdust, were all killed by a shot in the back of the 
head. Altogether, some 14,500 Polish prisioners-or-war, mostly 
officers and intellectual leaders, perished in SovietRussia, in 
Katyn and in other, yet undiscovered locations. These mass murders 
represent a concerted effort on the part of the Soviets, to elimi- 
nate those who would present the greatest obstacle to the subjuga- 
tion and enslavement of Polamd. 

The Soviet guilt for the Katyn massacre and other murders of 
Polish prisoners has been proven and documents by severed authori- 
ties. The crime was investigate by a special committee of the 82nd 
Congress, under the chairmanship of Hon. Ray Madden. Following a 
lenghty investigation, the committee unanimously declared, in Dec. 
of 1952, that it had been proven beyond any reasonable doubt, that 
the NKVD committed the mass murders of Polish officers and intell- 
ectual leaders in the Katyn Forest and in other locations. The com- 
mittee recommended that the U.S. government, through the U.N., 
take the matter to the Internat- 
ional Court of Justice, chargi- 
ng the USSR with this crime. Ho- 
wever, during the 25 yrs. since 
the congressional report, noth- 
ing has been done to bring the 
guilty to justice. The medal is 
being issued by the Katyn Medal 
Committee at a price calculated 
to cover the cost of production 
and distribution. 

OBVERSE: The central feature 
symbolically represents the be- 
astiality of the Soviets towards 
the Polish prisoners. A bemen- 
dalled Soviet maui-monster, wiel- 
ding a hammer and a sickle pro- 
truding from a gun, entwines a helpless victim with its tentacles. 
The prisoner has his arms tied, with a swastica symbolizing the 
German-Soviet complicity. With his dying breath he proclaime a be- 
lief in his country’s liberty depicted by the Polish eagle. Rowe 
of bodies euround the border represent the mass graves in which the 
murdered prisioners were found. The inscription reads: "AHUMAND and 
HUMAN— REMEMBER KATYN.” 



Karl Stephens P.O. Box 458 Tem- 
ple City, Calif. 91780. Fall 
price list. Many Polish and E. 
Europe . 

World Wide Currency Exchange. 

Box 114 Fairport, N.Y. 14450. 

Has Currency of all 3, much Est- 
onia in UNC. 

James A. Brown 97 Wilson Ave, 
Newark, New Jersey 07105 . Has 
Dr. Rackus* book ” The Goths ” 
for sale. 

William G. Henderson Box 971 
Payallup, Washington 98371 • Has 
Much Lat, Est currency. Also a 
few Lith. currency. Anyone who 
writes will receive a free price 
list if he mentions the L.NA. 

Pariat 27 Riantmont 1004 Lausanne 
Switzerland. Has complete Lith. 
coins in all grades. 

Technically, the Vytis aide on 
1925 coins is actually the REVER- 
SE! We have "Americanized” it and 
called it the obverse. 


REVERSE: The inscription around the border lists the three ca- 
mps in which the 14,500 murdered prisioners were originally held: 
STAROBIELSK, KOZIELSK, AND OSTASZKOW. The case against the Soviets 
is briefly stated in the central field. The medal was designed by 
a prominent Polish -American sculptor, Stanislaw Szukalski, winner 
of international competitions and creator of several monuments, 
medals, and coins. 

ORDERING: The medals are 2 1/2” (63 mm) in diameter and are 
minted in bronze and in pure silver (.999)- gold only on special 
order. The price is $12.75 for bronze, and $49,75 for silver. 
Orders accompanied by full payment should be sent to: Katyn Medal 
Committee. P.O. Box 2602, Springfield, Mass 01101. Orders will not 
be separately acknowledged and delivery may taice several weeks. 

(Editors note: This would be a much better item to buy than those 
Soviet Olympic coins) 

MEMBER WISHES TO SELL 


From Jan F. Labicki I69 Dena Drive, Hewbury Park Calif 91320. (805) 
498-3963* I*® currently in possession of approx. 200 pieces, of 
coins from Lith, Lat, Eat, Most if not all of the coins are VF« A 
few are UNC. I would prefer to move the whole lot. Price: $1,358.50 
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Af\IC.IFhJT i ^ This issue we focus on very eaurly Lithuanian numismatics. Infer- X 

^ V ILIy I O nation here presented is contained in the ^gliah summary section 

of the book, ” Ancient Lithuanian Currencies. ” By Jonas K. Karys, Bridgeport, Conn. 1959. 


Geographically located in a region isolated and inaccessable to lanes of international traffic, 
Lithuania appeared in recorded history rather late. Historical data about Lithuania begins with the 
middle of the 13th century, when the first known Grand Duke, Mindaugas, became Christianized (1251) 
and was crowned King of Lithuania in 1253* 

Continuous wars with neighboring powers as well as occupation and rule over uncivilized Slavs, 
delayed the modernization of Lithuanian economy and currencies for a long time. When coins were al- 
ready in existence in the near East, Borne, elsewhere, Lithuanians still used other media of exchange, 
adopting for that the most useful articles found in the country. From obscured antiquity, ais much as 
has come to light; Lithuanians have used the following as money: spearheads, made of bone, rock, me- 
tal; axes, other articles of common used; amber— unprocessed raw pieces washed ashore by the waves 
of the Baltic, as well as aurticles processed from it; metallic necklaces of bronze and silver; expen- 
sive furs of small wild animals (mostly-Mustela Zibellnia: a kind of mink), 4o skins being a "basic 
unit." And finally silver sticks, developed in the early centuries of the Middle A-es and used in 
circulation until themodern times. Those sticks were called "kapos." (one — "kapa."; 

"Kapos" were good money indeed. They were cast from almost pure silver, with a purity of finest 
metal possible of attainment in those tiu.es. The quality of the castings was tried and proven in cir- 
culation by cutting into them. For lesser values, "kapos" were cut into desired pieces. B cause mf 
all the cuttings, silver-sitek currency was given the name of "kapos" (since "kapoti" in Eithuanian 
means cut). These sticks were cast bywhoever had the means to do it. The oldest of them have no mar- 
kings; on later ones we find various marks of private individuals and rulers. 

The small "kapa," from which these "moneys" developed, weighed about 100 grams; the long "kapa," 
which came into existence somewhat later, weighed about 200 grams. As a unit of weight the long 
"kapa" was called "kartis" (mane). The Eastern Slavs adopted this kind of money during the 12-1 3th 
centuries. The longer (or heavier) stick they called "grinva" (again: mane), the smaller— "ruble" 
(from "rubit"— to cut). It is evident and clear that the Lithuanian "kapos" served as a pattern 
for the cast-money of the Eastern Slavs (Russians). 

During the 2nd-4th centuries A.D., some Roman coins came into Lithuania via trade channels. In 
the 9th-12th centuries, Arabic, Byzantine, German, and other foreign currencies appeared in the coun- 
try. (basic Lithuanian trading from immorial times was amber, honey, wax, furs). Some foreign coins 
were utilized in exchange with visiting tradesmen; others were'^re processed into "kapos" for local 
usage. Conservatively-minded Lithuanians avoided the use of foreign money among themselves; their own 
always seemed the best to them. 

The deepest invasion into Lithuanian economy was made by the Bohemiaui "Grossi Praigenses" (Grosh) 

, which flooded the land from the beginning of the ikth century. About 60 of these fine silver coins 
were equal to one long "kapa." From this, a new calculating unit, again "kapa" came into historical 
Lithuanian currency, consisting of sixty "groshes." A "grosh" was called "graSis" in the Lithuanian 
language. When the first Lithuanian coins were issued (those of Duke Kestutis), ten of them equalled 
one Grossi Pragenses." Soon after the Bohemian "grosh" became a Lithuanian monetary unit for conver- 
sion. All later coins of the Lithuanian Grand Dukes were grouped and counted in "graSis" and in the 
beginning of the l6th century the national "graSis" appeared as a single coin. This new "graSis" 
replaced the Bohemian "grossi" as a standard Lithuanian monetary unit on which all smaller national 
coins were based using the decimal system. 

The first Lithuanian silver coins appeared in the 6th decade of the l^th century. They were al- 
most simultaneously issued: by Lithuania's Grand Duke Algirdas, in the city of Vilnius, the Capital 
of the Grand Duchy, for the Slavic-Lithuanian lands and by Duke Kqstuitis, in Trakai, for the Lith- 
uanian population. Algirdas put a spearhead on one side of his coins and ^ongside the spearhead he 
inserted the cross to indicated hie tolerance to the Christianized Slavs; on the other side he in- 
scribed the Slavic word "pechat," which meant "Seal of the Ruler." Algirdas* coins weighed approxima- 
tely 1.1 grams and were about 0.937 in proof. Lithuanians called these coins "pinigai;" the Slavs, 
"peniazi" or "dengi." On the obverse of the Kqstutis coins the coat of arms of his father, Gediminas, 
(former Grand Duke of Lithuania) was inscribed in the center of which the Duke*s initial "K" was 
placed. On the reverse, Kqstutis depicted a mounted horseman (supposedly himself). In the first issues 
of these coins one perceived the Roman numeral "X," which was meant to indicate that ten coins 
would make one Bohemian "grosh." Since one of these coins was worth 0.1 (f the basic unit, traders 
named Kqstutis* coins "denars" but in Lithuania itself they were called "pinigeliai" ("small 
change coins") 


Lithuanian Numismatic Association 
P.O. Box 612 

Columbia, Maryland 21045 


TO: 


Fg. 99 II. "EASTMONEY"— 

INDEPENDENT LITHUANIA'S TEMPORARY CURRENCY 
Pg. 100 Blank 

1, A Slow Start 

The supreme organ of the Lithuanian people — the 
National Council— in issuing its Act of February l6, 
1918 contemplated a Lithuanian State "within its 
ethnographic boundaries." That means that the origi- 
nators of the new state claimed only about 100,000 
sq. kilometers of territory (with Vilnius as the 
State's capital), in which there were about 5 mil- 
lion inhabitants. The gigantic territories held 
originally by the Grand Dukes of Lithuania, were 
dismissed without a backward glance. Antiquity can- 
not be recreated; the dead past cannot be reconciled 
or resurrected today. 

And Lithuanian money, formed and reformed during 
the l4U) to the 17^ centuries, appeared obsolete to 
many of the new economists. Generally, of course, 
because of the prevailing ignorance in this field. 
Only some rare antiguariam would recall, timidly, 
the grasius, or the kapas; Unfortunately, no one 
could be found to bring new light upon those coins, 
or offer practical suggestions. 

On the other hand, the problems of instituting 
our own national currency, during the early months 
(and years) of Lithuania's resurrection, was not too 
pressing. There were mountains of urgent problems 
which hid to be addressed immediately, lest our de- 
clared indei^endence die; that more grain might grow 
in the country; that basic conditions for the exis- 
tence of our own money be created. WLile defending 
our country from its enemies, and creating those 
conditions, four and a half years passed before 
Lithuanian currency appeared. Until it appeared, 
foreign issues were accepted, which had been intro- 
duced into the 
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the final capitulation of th%t imperial state. 

After two days (November 11), Germany surrendered. 
The war was over and lost! That same day, the Nat- 
ional Council of Lithuania (it so declared itself 
on July 11; earlier, it was the Council of Lithuania 
) approved the first Ministers Cabinet of Lithuania, 
which had been organized an entire week earlier. So, 
the newly declared Independent Lithuania gained its 
own government, though it still did not have in its 
hands the government of the country. All through the 
Lithuanian countryside could be heard the echo of 
foreign gendarmes. In the cities (and in many of the 
villages) people were steirving; manufactured goods 
could not be found for love or money. 

The new (temporary) Lithuanian Government strove 
to avoid irritating the Germans unnecessarily, and 
attempted to live with it in peace. Having lost the 
war, their position seemed to offer Lithuania bene- 
ficial prospects. And those prospects were taken 
advantage of. As the Bolsheviks neared Lithuania, 
following the retreating Germans from Russia, these 
Germans remained the only protection to our country, 
fearful of another danger. And it was from the Ger- 
mans, and not elsewhere, that the Lithuanian Govern- 
ment hoped to get funds, arms, to protect ourselves 
from the on-rushing Bolsheviks, ammunition, 2tnd 
clothing. And all this could be obtained only 
amicably. 

"The Government can help neither itself nor the 
public, since its own financial condition is poor," 
said irime Minister Aug. Voldemaris in his Govern- 
mental declaration (Gept l4). "We are unable to say 
today, whether we begin life with debts, or without’.' 
From a bedraggled people, virtually destroyed by 
occupants, the government could hardly expect much. 
Conversely, the people themselves begged all kinds 
of help. 

That is the way we started ! 1 

"We still don't know in what condition the Germans 
will turn over to us our country's finances," con- 
tinued the I'ri.ne Minister^^, in whose words we can 
even now feel the seriousness of that era's condi- 
tion. He consoled the Council, 


Cited from "First Decade of Independent Lith- 
uania" p. 79 
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•JUM JO saSuAsa aqq ^q 
pa^ojqsap ‘/mouooa s,iCj['}unoo aqq auoqsaa oq qqSnos 
quamuJOAoR sqp qoxqm qqpM iCauooi aqq ‘quamasBqap 
luouj qoaqojcd oq aAojqs ‘iCueuquoo aqq uo ‘suapeax 
s,BTirenqqT'i ‘sqTjoud quaxR azT^nsau oq ‘sqjreui uadad 
JO aouenssT aqq jCq pun ‘BTUBnqqx'x ut apqTssod sb 
S uox SB UTBtuaa oq sbm ‘aanqonuqs UBmja^ b sb *qsa 
-aaquT puB asodjnd s,^nsBajj|^ uqaxJBQ aqj, •aunqnj 
aqBTparaiuT aqq jCxuo SuruuBxd aaaM ‘ubox Q-sutj sxrq 
UT squaiuaaa^B SutSubjob ‘saxquBd qqoq snqj, 'xb ub 
qqjM SB pauaAas aq qou pxnoo ‘^uiouooa 

sj^uqunoo aqq ut paAXOAur ^x^®9P ‘trqaxJ:^CT puB btubu 
- qqx^ ujoq-JBM puB ssaxJaaod ‘mbu aqq uaawqaq saxq 
aqq qaqq pooqsuapun sapxs qqog ‘quag s,ex 

-UBnqqxq jo suajjoo aqq oqux jCbm sqx punoj 
qsBg aqq jo ^jnsBajj^ uqaxJBg aqq luoaj ubox sxqj; 

•uaq 

-jBauaqq qaaM b uoxxxT°> °OTTTT® 

: sqnauixi®4sux ux BXUBnqqxq jo iCuqsxujw aoueuxj 
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‘upxqoa^ •JfT aJOjj x^oJJtb ub qong •^auora „q90-q0u 
s,UBUiuar) aqq aq oq anupquoo ppnoM ^ouauuno quaiu 
-iCBd x®2ax eqq qaqq apdoad aqq iCjpqou oq qp Sup^SB 
‘ quauiuuaAOr) UBxuenqqp'x aqp oq papueddB ‘quamuaaA 
-oS uopqadnooo aqq jo auneu aqq up ‘iCauoiu „qso-qOi, 
JO aApqBquasaudau *upxqoa7 -jg 'suBinjaf) aqq paqap 
-unjup spqj; •sX!auoioqsBa ppoAB oq uaSaq iCpoi^TPOuJ 
-mp ^aqq ‘ quarauuaAoS uspuBnqqpq b jo uopqBOLioj aqq 
JO pjBaq sqUBqpqaqup s,iCuqunoo aqq sb uoos sy 
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„^ansB0jj, s.nqaiaeau— 
-^auouj spaau BXtrenqq.T'x •uox^bsu&Iuioo poo3 ^ou 

pxp ^aqtj poo3„ axaq^ aoj jx sirejua^ aq qou 
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qaqq xrs a^psq oq axqxssoduix aq pxnoM qx ’UTBUjaa qsnai 
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ao ^x^^TIIT'' paouxAuoo auiooaq ^paajx^ ^aqji 

•Xp 2 « aq^ syoaq axaqq paq «ou suaiuja^ aqj, 

„‘**syjaai CXX)‘000‘00I aaqqoua 
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-qqxq aqj; ‘saaxxop uaoxuauiy uf 000 ‘ 000 ‘ 00115 
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-sqX paquasaad ^qxunqaoddo aaqqoua *^x®J®^^*^oJ P^ 
•papaau saM aaoui qonw ‘spaau s.axuanqqxq aoj quax 
-oxjjnsux paAoad syoaoi uoxxXT® 01 ®^Ji •q3noug 

^aaxdnooo ua qsuxaSa uxaxduioo no^ 
pXnoo uioqM oq pua aaaqj^\ ‘pauiaojux uaAa ao ‘poqxnsuoo 
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aqq jo asnaoaq ‘asAamoq •quaiuuaaAO 0 ano 3uxjCjxqou 
qnoqqxM syoaiuqsug jo anssx aqq asaaaoux oq qou asxuj 
-oad oaxxtuxs a ‘sxuxoxjjo s.^nsaaaj^ uqaxJSQ aqq ujoaj 
papuaoiap quauiuaaAo3 uaxuanqqxq aqq *iCa« axq«‘iouoq 
qsom aqq uj uaox aqq ^adaa oq 3uxsxiuoad Xlxaaaoux^ 


mentioning profitable foreign trade which the gove- 
rnment hojed to begin shortly, sending dealers to 
open discussions with foreign buyers. But he did 
not say that Lithuania was still afloat in a German 
sea, at the time of his words, and without German 
approval, it was impossible to send anything out- 
side of Germany, even a straw i 

And the Germans were in no hurry to pass over 
the government. The German government's Commissio- 
ner Zimmtrle, on his arrival in Vilnius, misunder- 
stood the situation and failed to appreciated all 
the pc.litical problems. "Instead of transmitting 
to us the rule of Lithuania, he disturbed even more 
those confused relations between our government and 
the German Occupational Government," said the first 
Lithuanian Minister of -iJ'inance, Martynas Ycas.28Yet 
the time was ripe, in one way or another, with the 
Germans pulling out of the east, to take over for- 
ests, schools, railroads, the post, telegraph, and 
telephone, and the manors govered by the Germans; 
to begin instituting local governments; to organize 
the police and an army (since the "ooldatenrat" ce- 
ntral, tinged with bolshevism, was planning to turn 
over Vilnius to the bolsheviks on January 5» 1919) • 
All these burning problems cried for money. The 
Ministers, lacking funds, were powerless to accom- 
plish anything. Soon the first internal loan of 
Independent Lithuania was placed, for 30,000 East- 
marks. The National Council advanced this sum to 
the government, from its own meager resources. The- 
re were only six Ministers in the recently establ- 
ished Cabinet of the Republic of Lithuania — may 
their names be blessed: Augustinas Voldemaras, Pre- 
mier and Minister of Foreign Affairs; Vladas 
Stasinskas, Minister of the Interior; P. Leonas, 
Justice; Martynas Yeas, Finance; Jonas Yeas, Educa- 
tion; Juozas Tubelis, State’s Properties, each took 
5000 marks (about ii620!) and began to build the 
state; "to lead our fatherlamd to freedom and 
beneficence," as the Premier declared in closing 
his remarks. 


See page 63 » his book "Building stages of the 
Lithuanian Government, and its first stens-" 
printed as the 27th note. 
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country before the declaration of independence. 

These foreign issues included the well-known 
"ij^astmoney : " the ruble, the mark, and from the mark 
proceeded the "auksinas," of which we will speak 
later. 

Vie must clearly understand this: the day that 
the National Assembly issued the Act of Indepen- 
dence, Lithuania, as a state, did not exist. There 
was only a down-trodden, invalid, war-torn and 
thoroughly weakened Lithuanian nation, which the 
Assembly represented. Until the fall of 1918, the 
German occupying agencies ignored the Assembly, 
and had few dealings with it, if any. And if, occ- 
asionally, they did consult with it, it was not 
on any matters of interest to Lithuania, but their 
own, which compelled them. The Assembly had no po- 
wer and no funds. It could only plan what it would 
do, what steps wo^ld have to be taken first, when 
it would eventually take over the rule of tne cou- 
ntry from its occupiers. 

The spring had passed; the entire summer, and 
then came the fall, but the Germans still did not 
alter their well-known plans to remain in the 
Baltic "forever." Pursuant to those plans, they 
restricted Lithuanian efforts to organize an inde- 
pendent state. Only afterwards, in October, when 
Marshall Foch, with the help of America, defeated 
the Germans at the Marne and began to drive them 
out of PYance, did the occujation administration 
permit us certain privileges. Soon, contention ar- 
ose within the German army units, and "Soldatenr- 
ats" (unions of soldiers, as in Russia, except wi- 
thout the bloodshed) were organized. At the begin- 
ning of October, t is soldiers' union had quite an 
influence on German policy. In it were Minor Lith- 
uania's Lithuanians^® who were not opposed to Li- 
thuania's aspirations. At times, they evidenced 
real, sincere understanding of Lithuania's probl- 
ems. 

Finally, on November 9^, the German Kaizer de- 
^rted. that marked 

^^These included Aukstuolaitis (who imagined he 
would become the leader of projected Lithuanian ar- 
my), Spilmanaitis, Siraonaitis, Kuodaitis; these 
men, being active members of the Soldatenrats-the 
former was the leader of the Rat in Vilnius — help- 
ed Lithuanians organize and arm the first volun- 
teer groups. (From J. Petruicio book, "Fighting 
for freedom.") 
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to the occupants, could not be loosed at once. 

Most important it was that German money had been 
circulating in Lithuania for several years, and now 
suddenly, hundreds of millions of those same funds 
were thrown into circulation, under circumstances 
which made them Lithuanian money. Again it was bus- 
iness. While Germans remained in Lithuania, all co- 
mmerce was possible only through Germany. So the 
money here was such as the Germans desired, (to 
make it plainer; until 1924, 70 to 80^6 of Lithuan- 
ian imports came from Germany, and 46 to 60 % of 
exports went to Germany.) 

Keep in mind that Lithuania at that time could 
not issue its own fiscal notes, yet money was as 
necessary to her as blood to a weakened sufferer; 
the treaty signed December 30^, especially in those 
circumstances, was a great benefit to Lithuania. 30 
From the text of the treaty, it is obvious that the 
Germans wrote it, and the Lithuanians had only to 
sign. But the near future swept all the German ex- 
pectations. , , ^ 

The described loan was received within two years 
. At the end of that time, there remained not a 
single German soldier in Lithuania. Litnuania then 
asked for a conference to regulate the loan. At the 
same time, it prepared a monumental list of damages 
, which the Germans had caused the country during 
the years of occupation. (In March 1922, Lithuania 
required from Germany 5*383 million marks damages, 
caused only by the issuance of Sastraoney and its 
depreciation). This conference, with recesses last- 
ed about three years. Finally, on May 31 , 1923 , in 
Berlin, there ^was signed an agreement (printed in 
’’Vyriausybes Zinios, #173* 1924) which liquidated: 

A. All Lithuanian claims against Germany, including 
war damages, and iJasemoney issuance profits; 

B. All German claims against Lithuania — the debt 
auii ceded property. "Both conferring parties decl- 
are that they will not raise against 


30 

At the time of the agreement to use the E stmark 
, the currency unit in Lithuania was the OsS MAHK; 
the Eastruble, enjoyed the priviledge of currency 
instituted earlier and not removed from circulat- 
ion. Par for the Eastmark at the end of I918 was 
8 for the U.S. dollar. 


3 . AUKSINaS 

From the beginning of 1919* the Lastmark became 
known in Lithuania as the "auksinas," while the 
pfennig3i was named a "skatikas." However, in the 
citizens' pockets, the Eastmoney remained Sastmoney 
Its value and its purchasing power failed to be af- 
fected by this change of name, and it did not incr- 
ease. Though Eastmoney notes remained the same (th- 
ere were no notes issued be ring the name "auksinae 
") organizations, establishments and private indi- 
viduals became accustomed to see them in "auksinas' 
instead of a mar; in place of the ruble, two "auk- 
sinas"; the pfennig and the kopek were transformed 
mystically into "skatikas." Government worker pay- 
rolls began to appear in auksinas and skatikas; 
agreements were joined, as well as all sorts of ob- 
ligations; documentary and postal stamps, blank 
checks, and series of stock certificates appeared 
with thos designations. Certain sections of the co- 
untry accepted the terms auksinas/skatikas earlier 
others, later. In business and daily life, people 
used the three names of Eastmarks: ruble, mark, and 
auksinas, under standing by those three names that 
one and only temporary, flimsy money. 

Why and whence did the "auksinas" appear? 

In an aroused nation, the conventional nameless 
patriots not only gave of themselves, fought, lab- 
ored, to strengthen the declaired freedom, but also 
strove b all means to drive out of their lives 
all aleinisms clouding the nationad aspects of the 
country. And the newly formed name of "Eastmark" 
stunk. Wasn't there a purely Lithuaniaui word to 


^^These same names were used to identify German 
marks and pfenigs, wherever that currency appeared 
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, , ^ •1+72-8^2 - 2^61 

9Bnne>i • rsxinSunp -yv ‘q ‘^6-T6 

./sT^amqnjT^ag soAnqaxq soujosnei^txadaM sxsbuijx^,, 
:uiojj sa:^ep pue uox:^«ujaojux 

•iCoj^ ireyv pue ‘(sapou 
aqp jo aou3xs) aaqosx^ uo:;oaax(T ‘suein 
-jar) eqq soj auies pue Buo:jatuc5 seueq:; 

-uy puapxsaa^ pxounoQ puauiuaaAOQ iCq ‘exuenqpxq joj 
‘pauSxs seM ^uamaajSc aqp seuiCpj^^j,^ aa^sxux^ 

aoueux^^ pue sejnuzappoyv ‘y ja^sxupw sjxejje u3xajOj[, 
puu ja:^sxTixi«f auixj^j ^q papeaq auaM suoxqeppnsuOQ 



IT^ exuBnqq.xq ux aAuq ppnoM qoxqM ‘^auoiu spx. 
anssx jaqpjnj ppnoM „pso asse^qapjEQ,, au^ :;eq^ 
spsanbaj puamujaAOp trexuenqpxp aqi,, ieq^ ‘passajdxa 
qp •qdejSojed 0^9 aqp sbm ppe jo pirepjodmx pso>i ; 

•ajxdma uemja^ ppo aqp- 
JO spEjauaS puu sjEUJopdxp aqp pxp uaqq ‘aujxj jeqq. 
JE jajjaq ajnpnj aqp MEsajoj iCaqp peqp apqeqojd sx 
il ’iq^xjj ifEp %ou pxp saAxqnoaxa UExirenqjxq XpjEq 
aqp png 'paddojs aq ppnoM ueop aqp jo Mopj aqq * 
9^TI PpnoM aq se sjxejje sjx Suxppireq pou sx exuenqq 
-xq jeqp saAX jEjuasajdaj uxpjag aqj op jEadde ppr.OM^ 
px araxp iCtre jx ‘stream psqj, • (• • 'extrenqpxq ux suxem- 
aj peaq peqp se Suop os ‘asEap pE) EXUEnqpxq ux uox, 
-pBjpsxuxmpy UEmuap) aqp jo pEaq aqp jo pEAOjddE aqp 
psanbaj op ‘treop aqp jo puamppepsux qoEa jo puamXlEd 
aqp op joxjd ‘pqSxj aqp saAJasaj ,,pso assB^fuqapjEQ 
,, -riCpamEU ‘puamajxnbaj pEOxpxpod snoaaStrep jaqpuj 
paJEaddE ajaqp ‘aoirepjodmx jassap jo ajnpEU pEmjoj 
E JO spuamajxnbaj op uoxpxppe ux ‘qdEjBEJEd pj^ aqp 
ui •(•? s>(JEm uoxppxiu p UEqp ssap pou JO smns 

ux sifJEm jiPSQ-qOu •10 tremuar) ux apqEiCed s>(oaqo *spEA 
■japux qpuom aajqp ux ,,assE>tuqapjEQ„ aqp op anssx op 
jpaspx papsBppqo puamujaAOQ UEpusnqpxq aqj, '(pjE^j) 
amooux ptre spassE s,puamujaAo3 trexuEnqpxq ppE ^q 
pajnoas sx UEop aqp i^pjapjEnb apqs^Ed pE psauap 
UT i (000‘000‘2Ift pnoqE ‘amxp pEqp pB) s>iJEm uopppxm 
OOP op dn treop e puaniujaAoS trextrenqpxq aqp op sqazS 
„pso assEJfuqapjEQ,, pnqp sapxAoad puamaajSE aqj, 

^^•paAxaoaj sem (sjfjEm uox 
IIT“J 001 ojpqwo oqq) ireop papsanbaj aqp puE pauSJxs 
SEM puamaajSE aqp ‘uxpjag ux assEJpssnxpaujO)j) 
pso assE>{suqapjEa„ Jo aoxjjo pEdxouxjd aqp ux ‘gp6l 
‘O^ Jaqmaoag uo puE ‘aoupd ^^oop snoxpEppnsuoo paua 
o{oxn?) •••puauiMaj pEqp ajnsux ppxM qoxqM suoxpEpnS 
aj upEpuoo ppxM puamaaj3E UEop aqp puy ‘px puap treo 
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-uqaxoBa,, x®^T suBaui x®q^ i^ouaaano x®2ax Jo sxqSj*^ 


designate that money? Some romantic had to suggest 
the word "auksinas." Thus, the ilastmark found a new 
name. The hundredth part of it, pfenig, was bap- 
tised "skatikas," That is to say, to the chain of 
names for Eastmark there were added two new links. 
There were ruble, kopek; mark, pfennig; now, it was 
the ruble, kopek; mark, jfenig; auksinas, skatikas. 

A foreign body was thus dressed in "Lithuanian 
clothing." 

It is almost impossible to determine when the 
words "auksinas/skatikas" were first heard in Lith 
uania. That is not a recorded event. The use of tho- 
se two terms began in official records in the begin- 
ning of 1919* For example, Lithuanian Postal charges 
on January 25, 1919 direct the number of skatikas 
to be charged for transmission of a certain number 
of marks. Here, it is true, the word "skatikas" only 
is mentioned; however, it could not have evolved 
without the "Auksinas." Someone, somewhere, must 
have brought into the official language the word 
"auksinas" in place of mark. New names win popular- 
ity quickly. Opinion began to grow that the term 
"Eastmark" (and "Eastruble") must be "invited out" 
of all acts of calculation and compensation, to in- 
clude agencies of the government, in business, and 
the entire personal life of the country. 

So, strongly pressured by the public, on Febru- 
ary 26, 1919* the Temporary Lithuanian Government 
(Mykolo Slezeviciaus Cabinet) issued the following 
regulation: 

"From the date this order is published, all Go- 
vernment agencies and in business, it is permitted 
to calculate with "auksinas" (auksinas has 100 
skatikas) and "skatikas." "Auksinas" is equal to one 
Eastmark, and skatikas is equal to one pfenig." 

This decision, in the form of a regulation, was 
announced to the public March 5*^« ^ It was signed 
by M. Slezevi^ius, Prime Minister and V, Carneckis, 
Head of the Finance Ministry. The regulation 

^^See the attachment to Temporary Government News 
#4; later, it was published in the daily press, (The 
official organ "Lietuva" carried the regulation 
March 21, ^ 1 .) 
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one another any claims relating to incidents 
occuring during the World War" — declares the first 
paragraph of that agreement. 

Which side was indebted more — Germany to Lith- 
uania, or Lithuania to Gerraany-was not clearly 
stated, and no one can so state. One thing is 
clear: Lithuania concluded its accounts with 
Germany very well. By the provisions of the Ver- 
sailles peace treaty, everyone was forbidden to 
pay Germany any loans, until it repays the appro- 
priate reparations, (The London Conference of 
March-April 1921 computed them at 132 milliards 
of goldmarks!) If the Germans had been owing to 
Lithuania, in the then current conditions, an 
interval of sixty years wait would be necessary. 
Everyone knows today that such a delay is 
unreasonable. 


no. 


took effect from the day of publication. Notwith- 
standing, pure chaos reigned in the country regar- 
ding the nomenclature of the currency. Some still 
retained the older habit of "Eastruble" and "kopek’ 
ideas; others used "Eastmark" and "pfenig," still 
others called the Eastmarks and pfennigs as "auk- 
sinas" and "skatikas." That same continued in off- 
icial government newsprint. At times, the same iss- 
ue of the Government News33would carry items enum- 
erating by "auksinas" and oters, by marks. In the 
earlier cited Ministry of Justice circular (at 
the end of August), "eastrubles" and "marks" are 
mentioned, but not a word of the "auksinas." 

It was not until the end of 1919 that auksinas 
and skatikas gained acceptance everywhere. And in 
1920, these terms finally ousted "Eastmarks" and 
"pfenig" from all official texts. However, the 
"Eastmark" itself as a unit of currency and its 
token of payment — the note — remained, alas, the 
same. 

Why W3S it necessary to fight for the nationali- 
zation of the "Eastmark," and who won anything at 
all in the fight? No one, excepting possibly that 
unknown romantic felt happy, who convinced so eas- 
ily those impressionable patriots that "auksinas" 
and "skatikas" were Lithuanian terms, employed in 
the dictionary of historical Lithuanian money. Or 
probably, we must suspect some cunning German age- 
nt, under instructions from that same "Darlehnkasse 
Ost" headquarters, to plant a "Lithuanian" word 
instead of "mark," that Lithuania might not quickly 
recall having foreign coin in its currency?.... 

Whatever the case, "auksinas" was only as apt a 
word as "Eastmark." Not only that, the very make-up 
of the word-auksinas (compare-"purvinas, "-dirty) — 
hardly convinces a person that here a unit of curr- 
ency is discussed. 

^^For example, in the Temporary Government News #6, 
May 8, 1919* the tax to support the costs of the 
bar is stated in auksinas, the County Veterinarians, 
in marks; again Temporary Government News ^ July 1 
, 1919* the cost of leasing pasteurland-2.7 acres, 
from 90-150 MK (marks).. but rental for a horse for 
the entire summer not more than 500 AUKS; therefore, 
in the same text, in the same schedule, there is 
used two names for the same coin — mark and auksinasll 
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ski" (also known as a "tympos"). At the end of the 
Eighteenth century, Stanislav August decreed that 
the "zoltowka" would become the basic unit of the 
Polish money system 35, 

The "zloty" system continued in Poland until 
l84l, when it was ousted by Russian money (ruble). 

In time, the Polish began calling theRussian silver 
15 kopek piece (30 skatikas or groshes) the "zolty." 
Thie terminology came to Lithuania, but was nation- 
alized into the auksinas. Now is it from this source 
that we have the 1919 "auksinas?" I doubt it. Most 
assuredly, it is taken, haphazardly, from the middle 
ages, as described earlier; from the Polish "zloty." 
To dissipate doubts, let us go back into history. 

The coin, which the Polish and Polonized Lithu- 
anian boyars (nobles) regarded as the historical Li- 
thuanian "zolty" (auksinas), is the sil- 
ver taler struck by Zygimant August in 
^1564 (see the picture on the left). Th- 
I is taler had 30 groshes (XXX=30), exa- 
ctly as many groshes as the Polish 
"Zloty" had. As appears from the includ- 
ed coat-of-arms it was destined for 
circulation jointly in Poland and Lith- 
^Yiania. However, there is no reliable 
Evidence that it was at any time known 
/as an "auksinas." It was a taler in 
theory and practice, just as other 
talerfeSir^ the time. In the spoken language of the 
Lithuanians, (as was the case with other 30 groshes 



35, 

36. 


Marian Gumowski; ibid., pg. 4l, 


Those coats-of-arms are: Lithuanian (Knight), Po- 
land (eagle), Kiev, (be r; Volynia (cross), Zygimant 
August's mother's (Bona Bforza) (snake). Other 
talers (or halp-kapas) were struck with only Lith- 
uania's symbols. 
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jnoiC aapjo oq ux puas puB qno qno ubo noiC uijoj iCpusq 
B sx Moxaq pasoxoua ‘sjapsaa ano oq aoqAaas b sv 

•uoBa 

01<t JOJ oSBOxqo ux aanqxno UBquBnqqxg jo lonasnw 
SBiiazxBg aqq luojj axqeiXBAB XIT^s avTB saxdoo ‘amxq 
amos aoj „quxjd-jo-qno„ uaaq sBq ^ooq sxqq aXTSM 

•sanssx sb xI®^ 

SB ‘^auoui UBXUBnqqxg uuapotu jo ad>Cq ^aaAa jo soqoqd 
XXi^J suxBquoo puB ‘saSsd sx :>tooq x®ux3xjo aqj; 

•qquoiD qoBa no^ oq 3uxquasajd aoB am qoxqw 
uoxqBisuBjq aqq qqxM „3 uoxb moxxoj,, ubo no^ os *5fooq 
Xbux3xjo aqq jo iCdoo b asBqojnd oq saapsaa ano a3vin 
^X^uoaqs uoxqBxoossv oxqBiusxinnuj UBXUBnqqxq aqq qs a/v| 

•^auoiu UBXUBnqqxq ujapotu 
w ^qxjoqquB ggji sj ‘^^61 paquxad ./fi3fu^ 
soArqaxq somosnBX^fxjdaJJ,, ‘>iooq .SiCjBx SBUop 


coins), it was also knovni as a half-kapas (as kapas 
equalled 60) ; merchants at times called it by an 
international name, the gulden; nowhere and at no 
time was this coin called an "auksinas." And so, 
the word "auksinas” was not a fitting word to bap- 
tize the "Eastmark," and the baptism, as we now 
see, was neither necessary nor useful, 

ji-'ikewise, the "skatikas" nationally appears dou- 
btful. Let us ex6unine its pedigree, starting with 
the Polish "szkojec" (^kojec) we come to the words 
which make it up: "skot" (and "skotik")-cattle ; "s- 
kotnik"-a shepherd, herdsman, a young herdsman; 
"skotnica" pasture or grazing field; "SZKOJEC" in 
past ages was a coin of a certain value in Poland. 

It equfidled the value of a steer. In the middle ages 
and later, its value contracted, diminished, during 
the time the Czechs used the grosnes (l4u»-l^y» cent- 
uries), the "szkotjec" equalled ten dinars^^and an 
equal number of dinars went into the historical Li- 
thuanian grosh, which some are erroneously calling 
"skatikas" (these incidents occur even in the 
newest textbooks of Lithuanian history). There are 
some collectors of Lithuanian numismatics, who, occ- 
asionally, will designate as a "skatikas" and so note 
it in their collections, the old and small Aleksan- 
der's "small money," or most probably, 2ygimant 
August's dinar. Clearly, we cannot approve such a 
mis-re presentation of the truth. 

Need we explain further that "skatikas" is not 
Lithuanian word, and that there is no necessity 
to appropriate it and never was? 

A general principle: in money terminology it is 
difficult to find pure Lithusuiian words, sines money 
"was born" and grew elsewhere; and only after much 
time had passed did it come to us, bringing with 
itself its own, peculiar names, Prom our historical 
monetary dictionary; gryvine, kapa, obol (0,5 dinar) 

, dinar, money, grosh, two-groshes, three-groshes, 
a fouB-piece, six-piece, taler, ducat (gold piece) 

, shilling... 
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Generally, we describe or name a unit of currency 
by a clearer noun: dinar, taler, pound, dollar, 
frank, lyra, peso, shilling, belga, mark, etc. If 
such a word is pronounced — everyone knows that a 
unit of money is meant. How can one conceive of a 
coin, when pronouncing or hearing the word "auk- 
sinas?" The same as, when discussing a shoe, one 
would say "dirty" (purvinas), and omit the word 
shoe. What is dirty? [Note: Karys makes the point 
here that "auksinas" is actually an adjective, not 
a noun.J Ordain, "Murzinas" (soiled); suodinas 
(filthy); dulkinas (dusty); auksinas? No, to these 
questions the authors of "auksinas" could have no 
reply. If they thought that this word, which was 
to eliminate "mark," would necessarilty by infer- 
ence suggest gold, then it was necessary to find 
a fitting and clear noun, as, for example "auksai- 
tis, aukselis, auksuolis." Sven then, logic would 
be strained, since the money the Germans initiated 
and the Lithuanians adopted (the ruble, and the 
mark coming from the OST's horn of plenty) had 
nothing in common with gold; there was in it not 
one grain of that precious metal 1 

Further, there was no "auksinas" in the history 
of Lithuanian money. 34That faulty new creation of 
the Lithuanian language is a straight translation 
of the Polish "zloty," "zlotowka." And even a poor 
translation, since "zloty" means "auksinis" and not 
"auksinM." "Zloty" in the fourteenth and fifteenth 
centuries was a golden coin. And even then it was 
not Ij^lands, but Italian, Hungarian, Dutch dukats 
come to the Poles (3*5 g; 23-5 carat gold). To sta- 
rt, they were converted into l4 Polish groshes; 
later, they increased to 30, since Polish money was 
consciously debased to conserve silver. By decree 
of the Senate of 1496, it was forbidden to pay more 
than 30 groshes for a ducat; however, the grosh 
continued to depreciate. So, 30 groshes amount was 
designated "^lotym Polskim" — a Polish ducat, while 
a golden ducat "czerwonym zlotym"-a "red ducat." 
During the reign of John Casimir (l?^ century) the 
Poles began to strike a silver coin, containing 30 
groshes, which became a true Polish "auksinis" — 
"zolty pol- 

^ See John Karys-Kareckas article, "Lithuanian 
Currency through the Ages," Journal "Aidas" #1, 
1952. 
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